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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2012-684
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the General Counsel
Date of Introduction: November 13, 2012
Committee(s) of Reference: F
Date of Analysis: November 15, 2012
Type of Action: Approving hiring of special counsel; appropriation
Bill Summary: The bill authorizes the General Counsel to retain the law firm of Finger and Nelson, PLLC, to act as special counsel to the City for environmental issues at a cost not to exceed $50,000.  The bill appropriates $50,000 from the Office of General Counsel’s salary account to its professional services account to provide funding for the contract.
Background Information: Kristina Nelson, the City’s current environmental attorney, is leaving the Office of General Counsel to reenter private practice.  This bill provides authorization for the General Counsel to hire Ms. Nelson’s firm to continue handling the current environmental law caseload while a search is conducted for a new in-house attorney.  The professional services agreement with the firm of Finger and Nelson caps monthly billings at $7,500 and requires the firm to notify the General Counsel when $35,000 has been billed.  The $50,000 funding allocation should carry the contract through approximately 6 months while the search and hiring of the new attorney takes place.
Policy Impact Area: Office of General Counsel operations
Fiscal Impact: The bill appropriates $50,000 from the OGC’s salary account to a professional services account for the purpose of hiring outside counsel.
Analyst: Clements
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